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A Message from the President

T  T  aking care of you, taking care of 
me…This year’s 2010 VRW theme 

is especially appropriate when consider-
ing how the lumbering recession has in 
many ways slowed progress towards our 
goal of easing the plight of crime victims 
in South Carolina. I can’t help but think 
that with shrinking budgets in just about 
every level of crime fi ghting there is not 
going to be more crime and hence more 
victims.  Continued, see President p.3

Brett Macgargle,
SCVAN President

Contact Us    p.6
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CVISS Information  p.5
How to volunteer or Contribute p.5
Immigrant Victim Network p.4
Victim Information Program p.3

Victims’ Rights Week Workshops

Citizen Response to the Active Shooter
Setting Boundaries in Victim Services 

Understanding Orders of Protection and Restraining Orders 
Race Relations: Are We There Yet? 

Healthy Sexuality and Normalization of Sexual Harm 
SOVA: Victims’ Comp and Beyond  

Civil Remedies For Crime Victims:  Suing Your Offender 
Accountability of Victim Service Funds 

Gangs and Victimization 
Healthy Habits in the Face of Trauma 

Victim Support Groups 
Drug Related Crimes: Child Victims 

SCVAN’s Immigrant Victim Network 
Recent Updates to the Law: Are You Current? 

Maintaining Safety & Security in a Digital Age 
7 Habits of Highly Effective Law Enforcement 

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
Sexting: What To Do When They’re Not Just Passing Notes 

Death in the Line of Duty 
Self Defense 

Dealing with Depression 
Law Enforcement’s Response to the Active Shooter: An Introduction 

Victim Advocate Credentialing 
The Legal Rights of Crime Victims

In this Issue

� e voice for all victims of crime and those who serve them.

Brett Macgargle,
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TThe Crime Victim Legal Network continues to 
provide free legal representation to crime victims 

in state and federal criminal courts.  CVLN’s Direc-
tor, Jason Buffkin, has been successfully 
cultivating relationships with prosecutors 
across the state, joining with them in an 
effort to enforce the laws protecting the 
legal rights of  our state’s crime victims.
 Depriving a victim’s ability to partici-
pate in the criminal justice process, either 
through lack of  information or notice, 
continues to be the most prevalent issue 
we see in our legal Clinic.  We continue to 
encounter numerous instances where vic-
tims are not being informed of  hearings (particularly 
bond hearings).  This lack of  notice deprives victims 
of  the right to meaningfully participate in the criminal 
court process.  Victims often have crucial information 

me Victim Legal Network continues to

Case Highlights:

NOVEMBER 2009: The CVLN Director attended a plea hearing in a case involving an owner of an auto 
yard.  His property has been broken into numerous times by the same individual, and no pending 
charges kept him from continuing to break in and damage his property.  On the most recent charges, 
the victim/owner was not given notice of bond hearing.  Jason was able to assist the prosecutor in 
getting a serious conviction for this offender, and restitution for the victim.

DECEMBER 2009: CVLN Project Director fi led notice of appearance in a case involving a victim of 
stalking.  SCVAN had previously assisted this victim by having a detective assigned to investigate the 
case since multiple offenses had been committed in three jurisdictions and law enforcement agen-
cies had not connected the crimes.  Jason attended the bond hearing with victim, and aggravated 
stalking charges were brought against the offender, who was held on a very high bond.

DECEMBER 2009: CVLN Director fi led a Notice of Appearance and Motion for trial date certain in 
murder case that has languished for over fi ve years.  The defendant is already in prison for life on 
other charges which may explain why the case is languishing.  There is very little incentive for the 
State to move forward when the defendant is already in prison.  However, this does not provide any 
comfort to the victim’s family, especially since the offender is appealing his conviction.  The victims 
believe they are entitled to their opportunity to seek justice.

about the offender that the judge needs to hear about!   
We have had great success in getting judges to reopen 
bond hearings so victims may be heard. 

We’ve recently had a number of  cases in-
volving the discovery of  victims’ personal 
records (health, phone records, other per-
son business).  CVLN’s Director has had 
been successful in assisting prosecution’s 
efforts to keep confi dential records pri-
vate.  
CVLN has also noticed a continuing in-
fl ux of  cases involving victims of  sexual 
assault and molestation.  Director Jason 
Buffkin speculates that this may be due 

in part to the cultivation of  relationships with people 
who routinely work with these victims, specifi cally sex 
crimes investigators and prosecutors.  

§§§

Clinic Statistics:
42 Current open cases;  12 Trainings since start date of  the subgrant;  737 People trained. 
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The Emergency Fund has been a GREAT success for the past several years! In the fi rst half of the current 
grant, we were able to assist over 250 victims with the emergency fund. The Emergency Fund is a wonderful 

resource that is available to all victim service providers. Thus far, we have 18 brand new service providers using 
the fund since the start of the current grant. We provide victims with immediate fi nancial assistance after all other 
resources have been explored. Assistance can be given for prescriptions, lodging, locks, home repair, medical 
equipment, clothing, groceries, crime scene cleanup and transportation. 
The Victim Information Program also distributes Survival Guides and Victims’ View videos. We have distributed 
over 350 Survival Guides in both English and Spanish. The videos are now available online and have been pre-
viewed online, 125 times. 

HERE ARE JUST A FEW SUCCESS STORIES THAT SHOW HOW WE ACTUALLY HELP THOSE IN NEED:

We were contacted by a Victim Advocate regarding a homicide. A man was found dead in his home, the victim  
of two gunshots wounds. The family requested crime scene clean up so they could continue to live inside their 
home. This case ugh you may have this crime on the news, this is typical of one of the tragic situations where 
we helped behinds the scenes.
A Victim Advocate contacted us about a lynching case that took place in a small city. The victim had been  
beaten very badly. After being treated at the local ER the advocate determined that the victim was unable to 
pay for the prescriptions that were prescribed for him. The Emergency Fund was able to help him heal by pay-
ing for his medicines.
A Victim Advocate contacted us to help a domestic violence victim that had their door kicked in by her of- 
fender. The victim had small children and needed to have the door replaced. After obtaining the necessary 
paperwork, the emergency fund was able to have her door replaced - to keep her and her family safe.
A Victim Advocate contacted us regarding a purse snatching victim. The victim had recently withdrawn a large  
amount of money to pay her rent. She was able to pay her rent with what she had left in the bank but was un-
able to buy food for her family. The emergency fund provided her with a food voucher to help her through this 
diffi cult time. §

It is in times like these that we need to look out for one another, dig deeper than ever and stand by our professional 
and personal convictions to help those in need. With that said, we also need to remember to take time for ourselves, 

friends and family to get back to our core, our strength.

Remember that you are not the only one facing diffi culties and there are people who can assist and help. Seek out those 
on whom you have relied before; friends, family, your business network and helping professionals. 

Each day, do something that relaxes you whether it is taking a long walk, listening to music, practicing yoga, meditat-
ing, reading a good book, stretching or watching a little mindless TV. It doesn’t matter what it is as long as you feel 
better, healthier and happier.

Finally, recognize that you are resilient by nature. Whatever you are going through will get better. The economy will 
improve. Your quality of life will improve. It may not happen overnight, but you have to live life with a hopeful spirit. 
During this year’s conference we are going to try and stress this philosophy. Hope to see everyone at this year’s con-
ference.  §

President - continued from page 1



SCVAN Newsletter - First Quarter 2010   Page  4     www.scvan.org

SCVAN IS THRILLED TO ANNOUNCE the establishment of 
its newest statewide program, the SC Immigrant Vic-

tim Network (“SCIVN”). In July 2009, the SC Depart-
ment of Public Safety awarded SCVAN a grant under 
the Victim of Crime Act for the purpose of expanding 
services and advocacy to South Carolina’s growing, yet 
underserved, immigrant population.
As the State’s only program solely dedicated to advocat-
ing for immigrant crime victims, we connect immigrant 
crime victims to linguistically and culturally competent 
resources through our referral services and resource di-
rectory; provide education and training 
about the rights of immigrant crime vic-
tims; and offer direct legal services and 
technical assistance to immigrant crime 
victims in immigration and other criminal 
and family court proceedings.

SCIVN IS STRATEGICALLY BASED at the 
YWCA of Greenville and is led by our two 
newest employees, Patricia Ravenhorst, 
the Program’s full-time Director and Im-
migration Attorney and Adela Mendoza, 
the part-time Bilingual Program Manager 
and Victim Advocate.

AS SOUTH CAROLINA’S NONCITIZEN pop-
ulation continues to increase, so does the number 

of victims of crime. In addition to the challenges that all 
victims of crime face in getting the protection and help 
they need, immigrant victims face many more barriers 
to obtaining legal protection and accessing available ser-
vices. This limited access makes the need for our work 
essential to making an immigrant victim’s road to recov-
ery and independence possible.

SCIVN HAS DEVELOPED A RESOURCE directory with 139 
contacts of groups who offer culturally and linguisti-
cally appropriate services needed by immigrant crime 
victims. In the coming months, this bilingual directory 

CVAN IS THRILLED TO ANNOUNCE the establishment of 
its newest statewide program the SC Immigrant Vic

will be available online at the SCVAN website. If you 
or your agency would like to be added to this directory, 
please visit our website to complete either the agency or 
interpreter questionnaire.

THE DESPERATE NEED FOR THIS PROGRAM has been re-
vealed by the fact that in only its fi rst six months of 

operation, SCIVN was invited to provide training on the 
rights of immigrant victims by over 15 different agencies 
and to provide either direct or indirect services to over 
83 immigrant victims. Agencies such as SC Commission 

on Minority Affairs, U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fi ce, SC Solicitors Association, SC Police 
Chiefs Association, SCCADVASA, the 
Department of Social Services, SC Foster 
Care Review Board and the SC Guardian 
ad Litem Program have received training 
by the SCIVN. As a result, we have al-
ready served 83 crime victims in our fi rst 
six months. Crimes include domestic vio-
lence, sexual assault, child abuse, fraud, 
identity theft, attempted murder, kidnap-
ping and human traffi cking. While many 
of our victims are from Mexico and Cen-
tral America, we have also served victims 
from various countries throughout South 
America, Europe, Asia and Africa. Virtu-

ally all have called seeking specialized legal assistance 
or representation.

SADLY, OUR PROGRAM HAS ALREADY been faced with the fact 
that a majority of these victims desperately need fi nancial 
assistance. Unless these victims are able to access these 
basic resources such as transitional housing, food, medi-
cal services, counseling, and immigration relief, they will 
continue to be extremely vulnerable to further victimiza-
tion. If you are interested in fi nancially supporting the 
emergency needs of SCIVN’s immigrant victims, please 
consider making a contribution.  §

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS HELP US HELP OTHERS

SOUTH CAROLINA HAS THE SECOND HIGHEST VIOLENT CRIME RATE IN THE NATION.  For every crime, a victim is 
left behind to rebuild their life.  Victims need help to recover.  SCVAN helps to rebuild lives.

SCVAN relies on you to continue the work we do.  Please donate your time, your talent or your re-
sources by contacting Veronica@scvan.org.
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CONGRATULATIONS!!
DR. DEAN KILPRATRICK RECEIVES 

ASV AWARD

Dean Kilpatrick is the recipient of  the 2010 American Society of  Victimology's "John P. J. 
Dussich Award" which is given "annually to a person who has made signifi cant contributions to the fi eld 

of  victimology and victim services. Signifi cance is defi ned as having extensive academic publications, conducted numer-
ous research projects and providing direct services to victims over a long period of  time. Signifi cance is also indicated by 
some major theoretical work or some innovative program that affects large numbers of  victims." This award will be 
presented Dr. Kilpratrick on February 23rd at 5pm during the ASV's "Victimology Colloquium" 
to be held at the Academy of  Criminal Justice Science conference in San Diego, CA.

Crime Victim 
Information System Service

CHECK OUT THE NUMEROUS IMPROVEMENTS TO THE WEBSITE!  

WWW.SCVAN.org is a great place to research any question 
you may have about the proper way to assist crime victims.  
If you need help, call Justin Ashley for technical assistance.  
888-852-1900 ext. 122.

DIGITAL DOCUMENTS ADDED TO THE CLEARINGHOUSE INCLUDE: 

Judicial Guide to Safety in Child Custody Cases
Identity Change: Social Security Numbers

American Bar Association Pro Bono Database
Broken Trust: Elders, Family and Finances

Reducing Language Barriers to Combat Domestic Violence
Crimes Against People with Disabilities Study 2009

Sexual Assault Victims Polygraph
Prisoners 2008

Juveniles Who Commit Sex Offenses Against Minors
Capital Punishment 2008 Statistical Tables

HIV in Prisons
New OJP Program Plans

Crime Prevention in Schools
Probation Parole Numbers Detailed

Report: Efforts To Assist Tribal Youth
Activities Supporting Victims 

School Crime Indicators Updated

Newsletter design donated by:
ClassyGraphics.com
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Contact Us:

SC Victim Assistance Network
113 Executive Pointe Blvd.

Suite 201
Columbia, SC  29210

Tel: 803-750-1200
Fax: 803-750-3003

E-Mail: scvanlistserve@scvan.org
www.scvan.org
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